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Policy Suggestion for Institutional Development of Rapid Demonstration
Program : Based on Legal Basis
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ABSTRACT

The rapid technological acceleration brought about by the Fourth Industrial Revolution has necessitated
that the defense sector swiftly integrate state-of-the-art technologies into military operations. This critical
need led to the establishment of the Rapid Demonstration Program. Initially structured as disparate
procurement and R&D initiatives, the Rapid Demonstration Program was subsequently consolidated into a
unified R&D framework to expedite the acquisition of advanced technology-embedded weapon systems.
Currently, Rapid Demonstration Projects are executed by both the Defense Rapid Acquisition Technology
Research Institute (DRATRI), which operates under the Defense Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA),
and the individual military services. Crucially, DRATRI operates under the Defense Science and Technology
Innovation Promotion Act, whereas the military services are governed by the distinct provisions of the
Defense Acquisition Act. This disparity in their respective legal bases is the central issue of this analysis,
manifesting in identifiable variations concerning agreements and contracts, the treatment of R&D expenses
versus actual costs, and the handling of legal disputes. Against this background, this research first identifies
and analyzes these discrepancies stemming from the disparate legal frameworks and then proposes specific
measures for their remediation and supplementation. Furthermore, the study outlines directions for the
progressive enhancement of the Rapid Demonstration Program.
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