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A Study on How to Maximize the Current Combat Force of the
“K-series” Self-Propelled Howitzers

By

Sangguk Jang

ABSTRACT

Due to the recent population cliff and Defense Reform 2.0, South Korea is going through a troop cutback
and mandatory service period reduction. Moreover, as the ROK Armed Forces are implementing the
reorganization of their forces by focusing on the “Ground Operations Command-Army Corps Operations,”
the country urgently needs to establish an efficient fire operating system. As far as the worldwide upgrade
of self-propelled howitzers is concerned, the US and other countries are developing and testing them with
the aim of extending their firing range, increasing their rate of fire, and improving their accuracy.
Meanwhile, the ROK Armed Forces has completed the deployment of its K9 and is implementing its first PIP.
The second and third PIP will focus on the improvement of the rate of fire and unmanned cannon. This
study is composed of three parts. First, it suggests the need to extend the firing range that can contribute
to the army corps-centered military operations. Second, it emphasizes the package of PIP to maximize the
current combat force of K9. Lastly, it presents a plan to improve the mobilization forces by transferring the
“K-series” self-propelled howitzers. The plan for the phased performance upgrade of K9, as presented in
this paper, will be useful in developing the next-generation of K9.
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