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A Study on the Reciprocal Defense Procurement Memorandum of
Understanding(RDP MOU) between The Republic of Korea and the U.S.
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ABSTRACT

With the recent emergence of emerging security threats around the world, there is a remarkable trend of
domestic priority in international issues linked to the interests of each country. Since the Trump
administration, the U.S. has advocated so-called "American First," and has implemented foreign and
economic policies that put U.S. interests first in the international order, and President Biden has also
advocated "Buy America."

In particular, the U.S. government is opening up the defense procurement market by envisioning a
reorganization of global supply chains with 28 allies through the Reciprocal Defense Procurement
Memorandum of Understanding(RDP MOU) system. On May 21, the leaders of the two countries shared the
importance and necessity of signing a Reciprocal Defense Procurement Memorandum of Understanding(RDP
MOU) to continue the future-oriented developmental The Republic of Korea-U.S. alliance.

In this study, we would like to present the future direction of The Republic of Korea-U.S. Reciprocal
Defense Procurement Memorandum of Understanding(RDP MOU), focusing on the Biden administration's
promotion of Buy America among the current U.S. Preferred Purchase Act(BAA).
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